
1970/1 2/09 



*■ - . . •• •..VV.* •* *■ T 1 -- 

v* 

: .V - 

t'.. T -V 


•V:' \-v. 


DECLASSIFIED 
g Authorit y gT . 0. 13^55 
j U B^ pTt N ARA Date Si5i2 


t « » . . \\ i. ; « * ? / 

^ « C.V iU. i, ; 


&&& 


THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 


9 DEC 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
SUBJECT: Contingency Options for Southeast Asia 


In response to a request made by you after the 2 December WSAG 
meeting, the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, prepared a series of 
options for selected operations in Cambodia, Laos, and North Vietnam. 
His response is included as an attachment. 

I have reviewed each of the options. With only a few exceptions, 
all of these proposals have been suggested and reviewed many times in 
the past. Because of time limitations, it was necessary to rely mainly 
on concepts that were already on hand. I am sure that with more time 
we will be able to provide new initiatives that will be more responsive 
to the President's thinking. Also, as you will note, almost all of 
these proposals are highly sensitive to accurate and timely intelli- 
gence and that our current intelligence is somewhat out of date. 

Therefore, I would not recommend implementation of any of these 
options until we have carefully thought through each proposal, developed 
more specifics, and acquired the necessary intelligence. 

I am requesting the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, to re- 
evaluate the whole range of options in this area and to resubmit 
his recommendations based on new ideas and latest intelligence. I 
will keep you advised of our progress. 
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